BROAD  HALFPENNY  DOWN

No two names could more suitably be found
together on The Hanibledon Cricket Chronicle,
1772-1796, than those of Mr. Ashley-Cooper and
Mr. Lucas. The former, whose recent pro-
ductions include a new edition of Pycroft and an
exhaustive record of the Eton and Harrow
matches, is the most indefatigable of living
historians of the game, and Mr. Lucas himself
compiled, years ago, a book with The Hambledon
Men as its title. This work, which is in print at
the Oxford University Press, is the most delightful
of cricket miscellanies, and includes inter alia,
John Nyren's The Young Cricketer's Tutor and
The Cricketers of my Time, It should certainly be
read in conjunction with the new volume.

Mr. Ashley-Cooper's book is in large measure a
summary of facts. He deals with the period
1772-1796, which saw the Club in its prime and in
its decline. He gives certain match scores not in
Scores and Biographies, a match summary for
those years during which the little Hampshire
village constantly met and defeated All England, a
list of officers of the Club, a membership roll, and
brief biographies of the Hambledon players.
The chief justification for his volume is, however,
that two Hambledon documents of great interest
are reproduced in it for the first time. Mr.
Ashley-Cooper has had access to two manuscript
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